INFOCUS 20 BEST RIDES
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Rediscover the same road on different wheels. Slow the world down to
see it and absorb most of it.
TEXT, MAPS & PHOTOS: DEPI CHAUDHRY
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The Ride: This is the remotest corner of the Himalayas in India.  colours. At the end of the valley the Ringdom Gompa can be seen
The area is completely cut off for eight months of the year. From  on a small hill in the wide open valley. From here the road climbs
Kargil the road follows the Suru River on its left. There are lots  up steeply to the pass and the Darung Drung glacier on the right
of small villages on the way. Asyou leave Kargil, the area is fair- is a magnificent sight. On the other side of the pass we follow
ly green with apricot orchards and fields in the valley. As the the wide valley with the Doda river to the right till Padum. There
road keep progressing towards Padun it get more arid and dry.  are no permits required, just an entry at the check post.
The only green is seen in small patches near the villages and the = Kargil (2679m) - 0km
villages are also located near side streams coming down from the ~ Sanko (3000m) - 3¢km
mountains. The valley is very wide till short of Parkachik. At this  Panikhar (3147m) - 62km (check post)
point the valley narrows and the road climbs up steeply crossing  Parkachik (3600m) - 87km
the Suru River. Ringdom (4000m) - 132km

Once over the small pass, the valley once again widens. The Pensi La (4300m) - 147km
blue Parkachik glacier coming down from Nun Kun can be seen = Akshu (3750m) - 178km (check post)
across the river. The road flattens out in the valley and the views  Ating (3550m) - 200km
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Ay g get better with the mighty mountains around and stunning Padum (3000m) - 231km.
Fopit Atwam
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